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FRIENDS

BY LAUREN BROOKS
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NTERIOR DESIGNERS OFTEN BEFRIEND THEIR CLIENTS during
the design phase—such a close relationship is inherent to the process.
Good designers must educate themselves on all aspects of their clients’
lives—tastes, desires, fears, hobbies, and habits—playing psychologist,
marriage counselor, coach, and comrade along the way. And with every
new project, be it a room change or a home change, the relationship
between homeowner and professional deepens. Take Baltimore designer
Rhea Arnot and her client (or should I say friend) Anne Stone—after col-
laborating with Stone on two previous houses, designing a third home to
suit her needs and tastes seemed more like shopping with a good friend than working
for a client. Appropriate, then, that Stone discovered the dusty gem of a house while
doing just that—shopping with a friend who was in the market for a new home.

The pair explored several houses including one adapted from an old barn that was
“in dreadful shape,” according to Stone, although she couldn’t help but notice its charm-
ing potential. “T liked the water view and
the tall ceilings, the space. So, when her ‘
friend chose to pass the place up, Stone
decided to buy i, fix it, and sell it.

But like many do with projects so
close to home, Stone began to relish the
idea of making it her own. “I sort of fell in
love with the place,” she remembers.
Refinishing a house with the intention of
selling it and designing a house to serve as
home require different approaches, how-
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; ever. Stone’s decision to move into the
/ house had a hand in the direction and
quality of the final project. The home’s
layout needed to be tweaked to accom-
modate her large art collection and to
make more efficient use of the second
floor, which was “boxy and broken up.”
Stone called upon Rhea Arnot, interior
designer and familiar friend, to create a
comfortable and cozy environment from
the expansive barn bones. “Rhea came in,
and with a hop, skip, and jump, she made
it work,” says Stone.

The home’s transformation began
with several structural alterations. The
second floor originally comprised a large
master bedroom with a dark and diminu-
tive bath plus two awkward bedrooms.
Working with builder George Mac-

- Lauchlan, Arnot and Stone created two
/ nicely sized guest rooms and a generous
~ master bathroom by expanding into the
master bedroom. The steep main stair
was also widened and modified to curve
A away from the front door and graciously
' }\ ) = A lead to the great room, which constitutes
-.’:..,..i(‘-’ b about half of the first level of the house.
_j‘» , T - {a‘ Here, the team removed the decorative
7% columns that stood in the middle of the
‘f.‘l 4 sprawling room, making it “look like the
Parthenon,” according to Arnot. The team

first assumed that the columns existed to

2 bear the load of the second floor—a sim-
: ple shake from the contractor’s wife, how-

ever, revealed that they didn’t actually

support anything but were merely aes-

thetic. Taking the columns out meant

Arnot would need to reach deep into her

bag of tricks in order to creatively craft

“rooms” within the open layout, but the
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Interior designer I‘a Arnot
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columns seemed too intrusive on the
space to warrant keeping them.

The addition of double doors
between the dining area of the great
room and the kitchen was one imagina-
tive way of containing the large space.
The doors provide an elegant transition
from one space to the next. Arnot’s care-
ful attention to the relationship and flow
of the kitchen to adjoining rooms was
rewarded with Stone’s love for the final
layout—*"Tt is a wonderful space to sit in
and move around in.” The foundation of
the kitchen is topped off with a gorgeous
taupe and gray granite that lends itself to
the bright atmosphere.

Once the home’s architecture was
complete, Stone and Arnot began to
piece together the interior. “It took about
a year and a half to get it up to snuff)
recalls Stone. Balancing her existing fur-
niture (most of which she purchased
with Arnot during projects past) with the
need for new pieces proportional to the
size of the home required a unique sensi-
tivity on the designer’s part. The design
plans centered around three special
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pieces—a large quilt from Stone’s collec-
tion, a Grace Hartigan painting inspired
by a Mexican souvenir, and an oversized
living room carpet that Arnot had specif-
ically designed for Stone’s previous
home.

Once a pottery artisan herself, Arnot
understands her client’s love for crafts—
in fact, the two have frequented craft
shows together—and she worked to
develop personal spaces where both
Stone and her collections would feel at
home. The sizable quilt, crafted by fiber
artist Joan Lintault, has been on numer-
ous tours around the United States. Its
brilliant hues commanded the warm
color palette throughout the house. The
Hartigan painting serves as a focal point
for the upstairs landing; the inspiration
for Hartigan’s piece, a small shadowbox
purchased at a roadside stand in Mexico
for $2, is also displayed to the right of the
painting. Tickled by the Dr. Suess, Jerry
Garcia, and Einstein chairs, which were
purchased at the Baltimore Craft Show,
as well as the coffee can cowboy boots
and wooden blouse decoys, Arnot creat-
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The designer made goo uéégf an open landing by
incorporating pieces from the homeowner's art
collection into a gallery of sorts. From coffee can
cowboy boots and wooden blouse decoys to a large
painting by artist Grace Hartigan, the works displayed

illustrate the owner's passion for folk art.

ed a mini-gallery of sorts on the landing,
combining these pieces in a playful yet
elegant space.

She also enlisted a 12’ x 20’ custom
carpet from Stone’s former home to help
fashion a living room area on the airy
first floor. Arnot’s carpet design, a true
reflection of her understanding of her
client’s tastes and passions, features a
color gradient border based on a motif in
one of Stone’s quilt books. At the core of
the carpet design is a basket knot that
breaks the pattern into four quadrants;
each quadrant is decorated with unique

and vibrant flowers, making for a “not
too repetitious,” layered design.

To further distinguish an independ-
ent living room, the duo selected larger
sofas—"“Rhea told me that I needed a
bigger couch to fit the grand space,” says
Stone. They then carefully accented the
seating area with recessed lights and a
gorgeous painted silk chandelier. “I am
rather proud of myself,” chuckles Stone,
who got the idea from a magazine photo-
graph she had clipped long ago. Arnot
was able to locate a similar chandelier
from Odegard. The lighting serves to sep-
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arate and define the “room” while incor-
porating shape and color into the long
ceiling’s sea of white.

Two additional spaces are tucked at
either end of the great room—the dining
area, which rests atop another large area
rug, and a pleasant place to play cards and
sip tea. Aware that Stone loves very
detailed, ornate furniture, Arnot commis-
sioned Bill Poffel, formerly of Baltimore’s
Rooted in Wood, to create an intimate
table for visiting with guests. His walnut
“ball base” table is one of many skillfully
carved pieces throughout the house.
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Reﬂect your own personal style.
Whatever your inspiration, the experienced design professionals in a Wood-Mode showroom (\% 0 dMo de®

can help you create the exact look you've always wanted for your home. Stop in soon and ask FINE CUSToM CABINETRY
for your copy of our new Design Portfolio book. www.wood-mode.com
Since 1974 they have been making
Maryland homes beautiful. Professionally designed and installed by the experts at
el Kenwood Kitchens
& Baltimore Co. (East) 6231 Kenwood Avenue To schedule a free estimate call
' Baltimore Co. (West) 6660 Security Boulevard e ¥
= \ & kil Harford Co. (Bel Air) 2904 Emmorton Road 800 21 1 8394
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Family owners, the Waldhausers: www.kenwoodkitchens.com
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COMPANY SPECIALIZING IN
DESIGN & INSTALLATION
FOR RESIDENTIAL HOMES

Over 50 years af the same location

Visittour retail garden center af
401, Crain Highway, SE
Glen Burnie, MD 21061
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A wall of walnut built-ins houses the homeowner's media system, with speakers incorporét-
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ed into the column shelves on either end. Craftsman Bill Poffel also created a computer

desk to match the library.

Poffel’s talent is reflected in his intri-
cately detailed work. In the small den, he
crafted a wall of library shelves around
Stone’s existing media system, integrat-
ing speakers into the built-in columns.
He also coordinated with Arnot and
Stone to brainstorm functional pieces for
the master bathroom such as lingerie
cabinets, a dressing table, and an
armoire. Gorgeous pear wood and curly
maple give the bathroom a “furniture
look” and enhance the richness of the
blue glass tile. Stone asked Poffel to
include a space to organize her necklaces,
which he accomplished with “drawers” in
the lingerie cabinets that open to reveal
jewelry pegs. As an added touch, he
exposed a group of shelves in the armoire
for Stone to store towels and showcase
small art pieces.

The “furniture bathroom” theme
continues downstairs, where a classy
black, white, and beige powder room fea-
tures aged family photographs and sil-
houettes. The French sink from
Waterworks exudes old-world style
against a painted brick wall and black
floor tiles from Chesapeake Tile &
Marble. The crisp color (or really lack
thereof) in this half bath is also sharp-
ened by the vibrant blue hues of the adja-
cent hall. After experimenting with vari-
ous colors, Stone discovered the dramat-
ic blue paint, and “I saw this little light go
on,” recalls Arnot. “Anne is a pretty clear
client—not in that she knows exactly
what she wants, but once she’s got it, you
know that’s it.” With a good bit of
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patience and a style-savvy friend by her
side, Stone was able to make sense of the
large spaces as well as smaller ones such
as the powder room and hallways.

Just as close friends offer advice
about life, interior designers offer advice
about the spaces in which life is lived. In
the process, the distinction between these
roles often blurs, and the relationship
that develops reaches far beyond that of a
mere business acquaintance. Rhea Arnot
and Anne Stone exemplify this unique
connection between designer and home-
owner. One needs simply to overhear
their discussion of window treatments to
understand. Arnot insists on simple
treatments to help control the large liv-
ing/dining room space, even though
Stone has never really had curtains in her
other homes. Stone finally concedes
“Rhea, you are right. You are always right.
I should tell your husband that...” <

Lauren Brooks is the Assistant Editor with
ChesapeakeHome.

CONTACTS:

Chesapeake Tile & Marble:
(410) 363-7363

George MacLauchlan:
macgeorge711@aol.com or

(860) 662-4042

Odegard: odegardinc.com or
(212) 545-0069

Rhea I. Arnot, Arnot & Associates:
(410) 234-0450

Waterworks: waterworks.com or
(202) 333-7180
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Miele « Sub-Zero * Viking ¢« Frigidaire « Jenn-Air « Kitchen Aid « Thermador

Are you looking for an Industry Expert who can:

Meet all your kitchen appliance, countertop and cabinetry needs in just one stop?
Offer live demonstrations of the latest appliances?
Provide you with one on one customer service by factory trained service personnel?

Knows what it takes to get the job done?

With two state-of-the-art showrooms conveniently located in Savage, Maryland and
Chantilly, Virginia we welcome the opportunity to be your one-stop kitchen source.

Please don't forget to visit our website.

DESIGN
1 HOUSE
Maryland mrc“E"s Virginia

8220 Wellmoor Court 14101 -H Park Long Court
Savage, MD 20763  Family Owned & Operated Since 1918 Chantilly, VA 20151

800-827-0001 www.designhousekitchens.com 703-263-2700
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